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o . Discovering creative ways to share the hope
" I of Jesus with people unconnected to church

Dear friends,

For many in the Western world, the concept of a
Christian university may seem a thing of the past. Our
oldest universities were established as schools of Christian
education where theology was “the queen of sciences”.
Over the centuries, however, Christian education gradually
lost its ground and universities became secularised, some
retaining a small department of theology and others
not. This continued to the extent that secular university
education has today become the norm. So it may come as
a surprise to learn that there are private universities that
still hold firmly to their Christian roots and seek to deliver
education in a way that is thoroughly Christian.
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Dr Emmanuel Mukeshimana at Uganda
Uganda Christian University (UCU) is an example of a Christian University, a key partner for us,

university that is seeking to maintain its Christian ethos shared more about IFLS training there.
across all its departments and throughout its curriculum.

It began as Bishop Tucker Theological College in 1913 and transitioned into a full university in 1997. Wanting
to ensure that it did not follow the normal path into secularisation, the founders followed a policy of the
integration of faith in learning and service (IFLS) to retain its distinctly Christian character. This involved
courses in Bible, Christian Ethics and Worldview, as well as regular chapel and Bible study for all students.
However, as the university grew ever larger, it became increasingly difficult to maintain the Christian ethos
across all the academic disciplines. Something more deliberate was needed.

In January this year, we were invited to return to Uganda to continue the work we had begun with them in
2023 to help them think about how to integrate faith, learning and Christian service more deeply into all the
curricula and structures of the university.

Dr Emmanuel Mukeshimana from Bishop Tucker School of Theology and Divinity, the theological school
from which the university developed, heads up the IFLS initiative in UCU. We asked him a few questions
about the training:

1. Why is IFLS important for UCU?

An IFLS programme was established in 2004 to keep UCU Christian. It aimed to spread Christian values
across all the sectors of the university and included both teaching staff and those serving in administration.
However, it did not gain full acceptance, neither was it particularly successful.
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2. What was the purpose of the IFLS workshop in January 2025?

The January training was a follow up from the introductory
workshops led by Caroline and Dick in 2023. We started talking
about the possibility when | was on sabbatical at GWC in 2022. I'm
happy that they accepted to be part of the training in 2023 and
again in 2025. During this second phase we worked with the non-
teaching staff to refresh them on their Christian values and with the
teaching staff to help them learn how to incorporate core Christian
values into the curriculum. They learned how to do the integration
of faith for one course, so that they can incorporate the principles of
integration in other courses.

3. What impact do you think the training has had so far?

I am now recognized as the “IFLS man" across the university, which means the programme has become core
to the university. This is a milestone! In fact, the university has given us a dedicated IFLS week at the beginning of
each year. The non-teaching staff have never had a forum together before so it is helping them to work as a team
and deal with the public in a Christian way. The teaching staff are trying to incorporate the principles as they do
curricula review in their departments. They ask me to come and help them sometimes.

4. What challenges do you see ahead?

Although | am the IFLS Officer for the whole university, | am still
carrying a full-time teaching load, which reduces the time | have
to assist others with IFLS. | really need an office with a couple of
assistants because we want to help departments to implement IFLS
into their curricula and then expand it to the other UCU campuses
across the country.

5. Anything you would like us to pray for?

Resources and personnel to roll out further training for IFLS across
all the campuses so by 2027. Pray for the recruitment of the right
staff and faculty to implement IFLS and the funds to run an IFLS office.
Please would you pray for the well-being of my five children and my
wife, Emily, who is studying counselling psychology at UCU.

Prayer for the next few months:

’ Give thanks that the third and final registration for the new
Postgraduate Diploma in. Higher Theological Education was
granted in record time. The programme can begin in January 2026.

’ Give thanks for the lecturer training course Caroline and Karen with
Thapelo from GWC ran at Johannesburg Bible College just before
Easter. Pray for the JBC faculty who are writing new courses for
training pastors in the Gauteng region.

’ Ongoing preparation for two online training courses in June

(Nigeria and Zambia).

With continued thanks for your partnership in
the gospel.
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’ Discovering creative ways to share the hope of Jesus

We've been encouraged to hear stories from others who are part of our wider area
of work. In Honduras, Carlos had a change of heart working with a Christian ministry,
and in the UK Garry lon reports on how Carlisle’s Community Shed is sharing skills,
community and Jesus. Read more at churchmissionsociety.org/bringhope

Please note that opinions expressed in updates are those of mission partners, not necessarily of Church Mission Society.

If you would like to discuss your mailings with us or to receive this update on a regular basis, please email supporter.care@
churchmissionsociety.org or call 01865 787400. Church Mission Society is a Registered Company No. 6985330 and Registered Charity No. 1131655
(England and Wales) and SC047163 (Scotland).




