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Cultivating Pioneer Advocates

Tips for engaging parish priests

Pioneers need advocates who will create space for new forms of ministry to thrive. Pioneers
have a part to play in helping parish priests to grow into the role of advocate.

Show interest

Make space to "waste" time with parish
priests. Be curious. Ask questions. Seek to
understand. Commit to authentic
relationship even when you'd prefer to
spend less time with your colleague.

Think win/win

Parish priests and pioneers can
easily become 'takers'. Think win/win
means finding ways to strategically

support one another. Explore ways
you might invest in your colleague's

ministry.
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Growing partnerships

Top tips for engaging pioneers/mixed ecology curates
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Parishes need people who have been gifted by God to see the gap between the church and

the local culture, and to find ways with others to bridge that gap using their creativity and

imagination. Parishes need dreamers who do. Parish priests are key to enabling pioneers to
do what God has called them to do.

Model equality of relationship with your pioneer
All forms of church are church. They are all equal to each other, connected with each
other and distinct from one another. Model this equality in your relationship with your
pioneer. As ministers and leaders of churches you are also equal to, connected to and
distinct from one another. Be generous and humble in respect of your fellow leader,
however slowly their church is developing, or however much excitement and energy
their work creates.
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